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Pro Bono Across the Firm 
Pro bono defines our history and identity as a firm. For more than a century, our 
attorneys, paralegals and staff have volunteered time to help people in need and make 
our communities stronger and more resilient places to live and work. In 2025, that 
commitment remained strong, with Stinson timekeepers providing legal services in 
matters involving civil liberties, criminal justice, housing, family stability and more. 
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DEINARD LEGAL CLINIC
The Deinard Legal Clinic (DLC) is Stinson’s 32-year-old medical-legal 
partnership that provides free legal representation to the patients 
of the Community-University Health Care Center (CUHCC) in 
the Phillips neighborhood in Minneapolis. The DLC provides direct 
representation to low-income individuals on a range of legal issues that 
can be social determinants of health. In 2025, the DLC continued to 
serve as the largest source of pro bono matters for the Minneapolis 
office, accounting for 62% of total pro bono time, and it remains one of 
the firm’s most impactful community partnerships. Total time donated 
to DLC matters has nearly doubled over the last two years, rising to 
5,276 hours in 2025.

The clinic received 160 referrals from CUHCC staff and providers in 
2025, and a total of 123 billers were involved in DLC work this year, including 80 Minneapolis timekeepers and 43 
timekeepers from other offices across the firm. 

The clinic continues to serve a client population with significant and complex needs. In 2025, 77% of referrals involved 
immigration matters, 79% of referrals came from social workers or mental health staff, 68% of clients identified as 
female, 85% of clients identified as Black, Indigenous or People of Color and 31% of clients were unemployed.

Deinard Legal Clinic Award
The firm’s 2025 Deinard Legal Clinic Award was given to Minneapolis Partner Bill Gotlieb 
for donating hundreds of hours to DLC family law divorce and child custody matters. His 
recent efforts helped secure a settlement for a client who had been trapped in an abusive 
marriage for over 20 years. 
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Everyday Legal Services

In 2025, 37% of Stinson’s pro bono representation involved “everyday” 
legal matters that shape family stability, housing security, health care 
planning and economic opportunity. Across offices, timekeepers handled 
matters involving advance care planning, guardianship, children’s 
representation, housing and consumer issues for low-income clients and 
community members.

Pro Bono Attorney Tim Sanders Szabo on a tour of the 
Deinard Legal Clinic with 2025 Stinson summer associates.

Bill Gotlieb

https://www.stinson.com/people-BillGotlieb
https://www.stinson.com/people-TimothySandersSzabo
https://www.stinson.com/people-BillGotlieb
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ADVANCE CARE PLANNING
In 2025, Stinson’s Pro Bono Week celebration focused on the legal needs of older adults and seniors, highlighting 
the many ways attorneys and paralegals across the firm help clients plan for the future with dignity and security. 
Throughout the fall, 54 timekeepers in 12 offices participated in advance care planning clinics with Bet Tzedek Legal 
Services in California, the Dallas Volunteer Attorney Program, the Denver Bar Association’s Metro Volunteer 
Lawyers, Mid-Missouri Legal Services, Legal Aid of Western Missouri’s Adopt-a-Neighborhood Project, the Deinard 
Legal Clinic in Minneapolis, the New York Legal Assistance Group, Legal Aid of Nebraska, the Missouri Veterans 
Commission and Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis, and the Wichita Bar Association. Together, these clinics 
expanded access to wills, powers of attorney, beneficiary deeds and related planning documents for low-income 
seniors, veterans and community members.

Pro Bono Week programming included two trainings: 
An update on laws and policies affecting low-income older adults and seniors, provided by Amber Christ, former 
Managing Director of Health Advocacy at Justice in Aging, a national organization that uses the power of law to 
fight senior poverty by securing access to affordable health care, economic security and the courts for older adults 
with limited resources.

A discussion of cultural humility in the delivery of advance care planning legal services, presented by Dr. Nathan 
Mesfin, a clinical practitioner and researcher with the University of Minnesota Medical School, who specializes 
in end-of-life care and health disparities, and Stinson Tax, Trusts & Estates attorney Amy Johns, who provided a 
framework for helping diverse pro bono clients achieve their advance care planning goals.

Volunteers from 2025 
advance care planning 
clinics in Jefferson City, 
Kansas City, New York City,  
St. Louis and Wichita.

“Over the course of my career at Stinson, I have been able to provide estate planning 
services to dozens of individuals through Legal Services of Eastern Missouri’s 
Volunteer Lawyers Program. Pro bono estate planning work allows me to help 
individuals have a voice in their future care and memorialize their wishes when they 
are no longer able to communicate for themselves.  Through this work, it is my hope 
that I can help bring these clients some peace of mind about their futures.”

Lindsey Lang

https://www.stinson.com/people-AmyJohns
https://www.stinson.com/people-LindseyLang
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CHILDREN’S REPRESENTATION
In 2025, Stinson continued to support children and families through guardian ad litem (GAL) work, Special 
Immigrant Juvenile Status matters and longstanding partnerships with child advocacy organizations. Following the 
closure of the Office of the Guardian ad Litem, Pro Bono Attorney Judith Westmoreland began accepting GAL 
matters from the court in cases where the Jackson County CASA program had a conflict. In October, Judith hosted 
a GAL training session with Jackson County CASA for Stinson attorneys and staff interested in assisting with these 
cases.

CONSUMER ASSISTANCE
In 2025, Stinson dedicated nearly 650 hours to consumer matters for low-income individuals referred by legal 
services organizations across multiple offices, including the Deinard Legal Clinic and Volunteer Lawyers Network 
in Minneapolis; Community Legal Services in Phoenix; LAWMO and Volunteer Lawyers and Accountants for the 
Arts in Kansas City; Legal Services of Eastern Missouri in St. Louis; Tzedek DC in Washington, DC; Bay Area Legal 
Services in Tampa; and Volunteer Legal Services of Central Texas in Austin.

GUARDIANSHIP 
In 2025, more than 800 hours were dedicated to family law and guardianship matters referred by the Deinard
Legal Clinic and the Volunteer Lawyers Network in Minneapolis, Jackson County CASA, Kansas Legal Services and
Legal Aid of Western Missouri in Kansas City, and Saint Francis Community Services and EmberHope in Wichita.
At Legal Aid of Western Missouri’s Volunteer Attorney Project “Party with a Purpose” in November, Kansas City 
litigation Partner Sean Colligan was honored with the Welch Award for Excellence in Volunteer Services. A recent 
matter handled by Sean and Kansas City attorney Austin Tapuro involved helping a grandmother secure guardianship 
of two minors after the sudden deaths of both parents, providing critical stability during a period of profound loss. 
In addition to his work with the Volunteer Attorney Project, Sean is also a regular volunteer with the Kansas City 
Metropolitan Bar Foundation Military Matters program.

HOUSING
In 2025, Stinson dedicated nearly 1,100 hours to housing matters. 
In Minneapolis, 32 timekeepers volunteered on DLC housing matters and on the Volunteer Lawyers Network 
Eviction Representation Project and monthly housing advice clinic. Minneapolis Partner Kevin Kitchen and attorney 
Zachary Wright represented a single mother of two young children in a rent escrow action after her landlord failed 
to address serious repair issues, including the lack of adequate hot water. After the case was set for trial, the team 
obtained a settlement requiring repairs, rent abatement, statutory penalties and other relief equal to one full year of 
rent. Later in the year, Minneapolis Partner Keith Moheban secured a strong result for a tenant facing serious repair 
issues and a retaliatory eviction, obtaining a dismissal of the eviction claim and a settlement allowing the client to 
terminate her lease early, receive three months of full rent abatement, and obtain a neutral landlord reference.

The Phoenix office launched a new monthly tenant advice clinic with Community Legal Services of Arizona, 
accounting for more than 100 hours in 2025. Through the clinic, attorneys advised clients on a range of landlord-
tenant matters, from vehicle towing disputes to recovery of security deposits. 

In Tampa, 10 timekeepers logged over 200 hours on two landlord-tenant matters, under the leadership of Partners 
Brian Cummings and Murray Silverstein.

https://www.stinson.com/people-JudithWestmoreland
https://www.stinson.com/people-SeanColligan
https://www.stinson.com/people-AustinTapuro
https://www.stinson.com/people-KevinKitchen
https://www.stinson.com/people-ZacharyWright
https://www.stinson.com/people-KeithMoheban
https://www.stinson.com/people-BrianCummings
https://www.stinson.com/people-MurraySilverstein
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In 2025, 25% of Stinson’s pro bono work involved issues of community development, 
including support for partner neighborhoods, nonprofits and low-income 
entrepreneurs and their small businesses. Stinson’s transactional pro bono work seeks 
to deliver free, high-quality legal representation so nonprofits can focus on providing 
critical social services and important cultural programming to our communities.

Community Development

KANSAS CITY 6TH ANNUAL NONPROFIT LEGAL CLINIC
In June, the Kansas City office hosted its sixth annual Nonprofit Legal Clinic, designed to provide local nonprofits 
with pro bono support on legal issues facing their organizations, including corporate governance, employment, real 
estate and intellectual property matters. The clinic was organized by Stinson and the University of Missouri–Kansas 
City School of Law Entrepreneurial Legal Services Clinic, in coordination with Kansas Legal Services and the Mid-
America Chapter of the Association of Corporate Counsel, with fiscal sponsorship from Stinson, Koch Capabilities, 
LLC and Terracon Consultants, Inc. At the clinic, 12 teams of Stinson attorneys, including 12 Stinson summer 
associates, and in-house counsel and interns from Koch, Terracon, PNC Bank, Hallmark and other local corporations 
provided legal services to 12 local nonprofits that provide programming for children and youth, arts and education, 
housing and homelessness, animal welfare, and support for veterans. 

2025 PRO BONO IMPACT AWARD
The recipient of the firm’s 2026 Pro Bono Impact Award was Kansas City attorney 
Kristen Ellis Johnson in recognition of her multi-year representation of two local small 
businesses, including an urban farm that sustainably produces organic food, and a compost 
business that turns 20,000 pounds of food waste from across the metropolitan area into 
natural fertilizer for use by the farm and local residents.

Members of the planning committee for the 2025 Nonprofit Legal Clinic and one of the teams working with their nonprofit client.

 Kristen Ellis Johnson

https://www.stinson.com/people-KristenEllisJohnson
https://www.stinson.com/people-KristenEllisJohnson
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HOUSING ORGANIZATIONS
A Kansas City team led by Partner Rob Hunter provided substantial operational and strategic support to The Way 
Home, an affordable housing accelerator working to expand access to housing across the full continuum — from 
emergency shelter and transitional housing to affordable rentals and wealth-building homeownership. The Way 
Home brings together developers, lenders, funders, and policymakers to treat affordable housing as a market-level 
opportunity rather than a charity. The matter involved a broad range of organizational needs, including developing 
new finance, governance, insurance, and liability structures.

A separate multi-office team led by Kansas City Partner Eric Mikkelson represented a local housing organization 
in the acquisition of another nonprofit. Through new and renovated housing, homeownership promotion and 
preservation, and community engagement, the group takes a holistic approach to neighborhood development.

COLORADO LAWYERS COMMITTEE
Attorneys in the Denver office worked on transactional matters referred by the Colorado 
Lawyers Committee, including Office Managing Partner Deborah Bayles’s representation 
of a local food pantry and Partner Mark Bell’s work assisting a theater company through a 
merger.

MINNESOTA TRANSACTIONAL PRO BONO 
Minneapolis timekeepers donated nearly 150 hours to matters referred by the University 
of Minnesota Business Law and Entrepreneurship Clinic and more than 100 hours to 
five nonprofits and small businesses referred by LegalCORPS. This year’s Community 
Development Award was presented to Minneapolis Partner Dave Ezrilov, whose transactional pro bono work has 
supported small businesses, nonprofits and entrepreneurs across the Twin Cities. His mentorship and willingness 
to serve as a supervising attorney have also helped expand opportunities for additional attorneys to engage in this 
important work.

David Ezrilov

https://www.stinson.com/people-RobHunter
https://www.stinson.com/people-EricMikkelson
https://www.stinson.com/people-DeborahBayles
https://www.stinson.com/people-MarkFBell
https://www.stinson.com/people-DavidEzrilov
https://www.stinson.com/people-DavidEzrilov
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NEIGHBORHOOD PARTNERSHIPS
Stinson’s representation of historic neighborhoods helps reduce crime through the revitalization of housing stock, 
encourages economic growth and investment and enables neighborhoods to advance their collective goals.

Marlborough
In 2025, Stinson completed its 16th year in partnership with the 
Marlborough neighborhood in Kansas City and Legal Aid of Western 
Missouri’s Adopt-a-Neighborhood Project. The partnership was formed in 
2009 when Stinson helped five historic neighborhoods gain nonprofit status 
to create the Marlborough Community Coalition. In 2025, Stinson donated 
more than 500 pro bono hours to 13 Marlborough matters and clinics.

In July, Kansas City summer associates learned about the Marlborough 
neighborhood from Legal Aid of Western Missouri’s Adopt-a-Neighborhood 
Project, the Marlborough Community Coalition and Stinson Partner 
Jere Sellers. Summer associates were trained on Missouri’s Abandoned 
Housing Act and nuisance statutes and helped prepare demand letters and 
petitions in new Marlborough nuisance matters aimed at remediating blight 
and vacancy. During October Pro Bono Week, attorneys and paralegals 
participated in a beneficiary deed clinic in support of Marlborough residents. 

Hyde Park
In St. Louis, Stinson donated more than 200 pro bono hours to five Hyde Park matters and clinics in 2025.  
St. Louis Partner Vince Keady, working with Legal Services of Eastern Missouri’s Neighborhood Vacancy Initiative 
and Great Rivers Environmental Law Center, continued his representation of the Hyde Park Neighborhood 
Association and neighboring property owners in litigation regarding 11 industrial parcels located in a predominately 
residential neighborhood. The suit alleges improper waste disposal, illegal dumping and zoning violations affecting 
the neighborhood. At trial, our clients hope to obtain a court-ordered injunction requiring abatement of these 
conditions. 

07

Volunteers outside Legal Aid of  
Western Missouri. 

https://www.stinson.com/people-JereSellers
https://www.stinson.com/people-VincentKeady
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In 2025, 23% of Stinson’s pro bono work involved the protection 
of civil liberties and advancement of criminal justice with hours 
dedicated to high-impact litigation, innocence work, expungement 
and more.

Civil Liberties & Criminal Justice

CIVIL LIBERTIES
Ensuring Access to Counsel
The ACLU of Florida and Stinson, led by Tampa Partners Murray Silverstein and Nathan Foell and Washington, DC 
attorney Harvey Reiter, filed a lawsuit challenging conditions at a Florida detention center that was limiting access 
to legal counsel for detainees. The case concluded with a positive settlement for our client and future detainees, 
with the detention center committing to improving access to attorney-client communications, including reliable 
options for private legal calls, clear procedures for receiving and sending legal mail and accommodations for group 
legal visits. The settlement also established an accountability process, allowing detainees to file grievances with the 
detention center or directly with Immigration and Customs Enforcement and Removal Operations if they believe 
the settlement’s terms have not been followed. In total, 18 timekeepers from six Stinson offices logged more than 
600 hours to the matter.

Combatting Censorship
The ACLU of Missouri and Stinson, led by Kansas City Partner and Pro Bono Committee Co-Chair Brad Yeretsky, 
filed a lawsuit on behalf of the Missouri Association of School Librarians and the Missouri Library Association. The 
suit challenged a Missouri law that led library professionals and school districts across the state to remove hundreds 
of books from shelves, change policies and limit electronic access. In November, a judge held that the law was 
unconstitutionally vague and an overbroad restriction on freedom of speech and the due process rights of library 
professionals. In total, 26 timekeepers from seven Stinson offices logged nearly 900 hours to the matter.

Preserving Gender Markers on Drivers’ Licenses
The ACLU of Kansas, ACLU National and Stinson continued work in a suit where they intervened between the 
Kansas Attorney General and Kansas Department of Revenue (KDOR) on behalf of five transgender Kansans 
regarding changes to gender markers on driver’s licenses following the passage of Kansas Senate Bill 180. After an 
unfavorable ruling against our clients in the trial court, the Kansas Court of Appeals ruled in favor of our clients, 
finding the Attorney General was unlikely to prevail on his position that SB 180 requires all new and renewed driver’s 
licenses to list a driver’s sex assigned at birth. Because the Attorney General sought review by the Kansas Supreme 
Court, the Court of Appeals’ ruling did not take effect until the Kansas Supreme Court denied his petition for review 
a few months later, allowing the Kansas Department of Revenue to resume its prior practice of permitting changes 
to gender markers on driver’s licenses. In total, 17 timekeepers from four Stinson offices, led by Kansas City Partner 
Doug Dalgleish, logged more than 1,000 hours to the matter.

https://www.stinson.com/people-MurraySilverstein
https://www.stinson.com/people-NathanielFoell
https://www.stinson.com/people-HarveyReiter
https://www.stinson.com/people-BradYeretsky
https://www.stinson.com/people-DougDalgleish
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Federal Court Appointments
Stinson attorneys continued to accept federal court appointments and civil panel matters in jurisdictions across the 
country. In 2025, 14 timekeepers from six offices logged more than 1,000 hours on multiple appointed and panel 
matters, with Denver attorneys and paralegals dedicating nearly 400 hours to two appointments from the Colorado 
Civil Pro Bono Panel. Stinson’s representation helped a deaf inmate obtain access to appropriate accommodations, 
aided in complex post-conviction proceedings and provided advocacy to incarcerated individuals seeking necessary 
services and support.

Filing for Habeas for Immigrant Detainee
In 2025, Stinson timekeepers filed a habeas petition seeking the release of an asylum seeker who was detained at her 
immigration court hearing. The team, led by Minneapolis Partner Byron Starns, secured a client’s release through a 
habeas petition filed in the U.S. District Court for the District of Minnesota, obtaining the client’s release after five 
months in detention. Following her return to Minnesota, the client was able to reconnect with medical and support 
services and return to her work in senior services as she awaits a decision on her application for asylum. 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Midwest Innocence Project
The Midwest Innocence Project (MIP) investigates wrongful convictions and fights to bring innocent people home. 
Their work includes legal representation, case investigations, policy advocacy, public education and support services 
for exonerees and freed individuals rebuilding their lives after wrongful incarceration. According to the MIP’s 2025 
Annual Report, due to limited staffing, 732 individuals seeking representation from the MIP are waiting for their 
application to be screened. To help clear this backlog, the MIP and Stinson, under the leadership of Kansas City 
Partner Colin Turner, launched a project through which Stinson legal teams will review applicants’ case files and 
present their findings to MIP staff, making recommendations about which cases would warrant further investigation. 
Over the course of the year, 65 timekeepers from nine offices participated in training and 13 different case 
investigations. In addition, Stinson’s longstanding work as co-counsel on a litigated MIP matter continued, with 20 
Stinson Kansas City attorneys, including John Aisenbrey, Vicki Smith, Ashley Crisafulli, summer associates and 
paralegals across seven offices dedicating 368 hours to the case.

Korey Wise Innocence Project
Stinson attorneys continued their post-conviction relief work with the Korey Wise Innocence Project. In 2025, 
Denver Partner Perry Glantz, attorney Judith Araujo and 11 other timekeepers across five offices served as co-
counsel on two innocence matters, logging nearly 200 hours to those cases. 

Survivor Reentry Project
According to the National Survivor Network Survey, 91% of human trafficking survivors have arrests on their 
records resulting from coercion by their traffickers. A conviction or arrest history can prevent survivors from 
obtaining employment, receiving housing assistance or pursuing an education, making them more vulnerable to 
future victimization. In 2025, Stinson continued its coverage of the national hotline for two months of the year and 
expanded representation of human trafficking survivors seeking criminal record relief, with 19 timekeepers from nine 
Stinson offices donating more than 200 hours to the cause.

https://www.stinson.com/people-ByronStarns
https://www.stinson.com/people-ColinTurner
https://www.stinson.com/people-JohnAisenbrey
https://www.stinson.com/people-VickiSmith
https://www.stinson.com/people-AshleyCrisafulli
https://www.stinson.com/people-PerryGlantz
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Expungement and Driver’s License Restoration Work
In 2025, Stinson dedicated nearly 800 hours to expungement and driver’s license restoration clinics and full-
representation matters, with the Wichita office taking a lead role. Wichita attorneys and paralegals participated in 
clinics that served approximately 200 clients seeking expungements for low-level offenses and about 90 clients 
seeking driver’s license restoration. Later in the year, the team accepted multiple full-representation expungement 
matters through Kansas Legal Services’ annual expungement drive.

Filing for Habeas for Immigrant Detainee
In 2025, Stinson timekeepers filed a habeas petition seeking the release of an asylum seeker who was detained at her 
immigration court hearing. The team, led by Minneapolis Partner Byron Starns, secured a client’s release through a 
habeas petition filed in the U.S. District Court for the District of Minnesota, obtaining the client’s release after five 
months in detention. Following her return to Minnesota, the client was able to reconnect with medical and support 
services and return to her work in senior services as she awaits a decision on her application for asylum. 

Volunteers at an April Financial 
Institution Pro Bono Day 
Expungement Clinic with Kansas 
Legal Services.

https://www.stinson.com/people-ByronStarns
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In 2025, 15% of Stinson’s pro bono work was devoted to international human 
rights research and advocacy, along with the direct representation of immigrants. 
Through partnerships with organizations like The Advocates for Human Rights and 
Asylum Clinic Kansas City, Stinson was able to provide high-quality legal services 
to asylum seekers, human trafficking survivors, unaccompanied minors and those 
who served the U.S. government abroad.

International Human Rights & Immigration

INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS
Stinson dedicated nearly 200 hours in 2025 to matters referred by The Advocates for Human Rights involving 
global human rights monitoring and advocacy. Minneapolis Of Counsel John Bessler, a noted scholar on international 
human rights and the death penalty, helped lead a July 2025 training hosted by Stinson and The Advocates 
for Human Rights addressing the current state of the death penalty worldwide and emerging comparative law 
developments.

IMMIGRATION
The Advocates for Human Rights - In 2025, 57 timekeepers across 10 Stinson offices dedicated 1,756 hours to the 
representation of immigration clients referred by the organization. 

Minnesota
Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota (ILCM) - Stinson continued its partnership with ILCM, representing four crime 
victims in their applications for U Visas. The firm donated 150 hours to seven matters referred by ILCM, including 
representation of two clients seeking adjustment of status to lawful permanent residence.

Volunteer Lawyers Network (VLN) / 2025 Pro Bono Distinguished Service Award - 
Stinson continued its partnership with VLN to help unaccompanied, immigrant minors 
who have been abused, abandoned or neglected establish guardianships in the United 
States, a predicate requirement for applying for Special Immigrant Juvenile Status. 
Minneapolis Partner Byron Starns worked with all seven local summer associates to secure 
17 guardianships for at-risk juveniles in Minnesota. His deep commitment to this work, 
together with his many other pro bono contributions over the years, earned him the firm’s 
Pro Bono Distinguished Service Award. Byron Starns

https://www.stinson.com/people-JohnBessler
https://www.stinson.com/people-ByronStarns
https://www.stinson.com/people-ByronStarns
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Washington, DC
In Washington, DC, Stinson continued its longstanding 
partnership with the Tahirih Justice Center on gender-based 
immigration matters. In a matter originally referred to the firm 
in 2017, Stinson helped a Kenyan woman seek asylum based on 
significant abuse suffered in her country of origin. Following a 
successful asylum hearing, the client’s children were able to join 
her in Virginia after years of separation. Over the life of the 
matter, nine timekeepers donated more than 1,000 hours to 
help the client establish a new life in the United States. Stinson 
attorneys are now assisting the client with adjustment of status 
to lawful permanent residence.

Kansas City 
Asylum Clinic Kansas City (ACKC) and the Pro Bono Service Award - In 2025, 11 Stinson 
timekeepers donated nearly 600 hours to 12 clients referred to the firm by ACKC. Kansas 
City Corporate Finance paralegal MacKenzie Stewart received the firm’s 2025 Pro Bono 
Service Award for donating 164 pro bono hours supporting the firm’s lawyers in their 
representation of ACKC clients.

Legal Aid of Western Missouri (LAWMO) - Kansas City attorneys Elizabeth Delagardelle 
and Hunter Kruse applied for lawful permanent resident status for a client referred by LAWMO who was suffering 
from terminal cancer so she could work and receive the benefits she needed as she battled her disease.

Los Angeles
Kids in Need of Defense (KIND) – Los Angeles Managing Partner Mike Wippler, working with in-house counsel for 
one of his billable clients, accepted a pro bono asylum matter for a minor client referred by KIND. 

MacKenzie Stewart

Members of the legal team with their client and her children.

https://www.stinson.com/people-ElizabethDelagardelle
https://www.stinson.com/people-HunterKruse
https://www.stinson.com/people-MichaelWippler
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Stinson’s pro bono work was recognized by numerous community 
partners and legal services organizations in 2025.

Awards & Recognitions

LAW FIRM PRO BONO AWARD
The Advocates for Human Rights honored Stinson with 
its Law Firm Pro Bono Award in recognition of the firm’s 
response to the legal needs of Guinean and Liberian asylum 
seekers and its broader work at the Deinard Legal Clinic.

MELTON M. LEWIS EQUAL JUSTICE AWARD
Stinson and the National Center for Law and Economic 
Justice were recognized with the Melton M. Lewis Equal 
Justice Award for co-counseling with Legal Services of 
Eastern Missouri in successful litigation involving the illegal 
denial of Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits 
to low-income Missourians. The matter, led by Stinson  
St. Louis Partners Andrew Scavotto and Nicci Warr, continues 
to drive systemic reform across the state.

BEACON OF JUSTICE AWARD
Stinson received the National Legal Aid and Defender 
Association’s Beacon of Justice Award for pro bono 
work focused on sustaining equal justice for families and 
communities. The award recognized Stinson’s contributions 
in four primary areas: strengthening civil rights protections, 
legal representation for families in crisis, community justice 
initiatives and empowering vulnerable populations.

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
Stinson received the Children’s Law Center (CLC) of 
Minnesota Distinguished Service Award at the organization’s 
30th Celebration of Champions, recognizing more than 550 
pro bono hours donated to clients referred by CLC over the 
last five years, under the leadership of Minneapolis Partners 
Amy Conway and Melinda Dugas.

Stinson and Community University Health Care Clinic attorneys, 
staff and clients at The Advocates for Human Rights Award Dinner.

Stinson Partner Andrew Scavotto with Joel Ferber and Lisa 
D’Souza of Legal Services of Eastern Missouri.

Stinson attorneys and staff at the Children’s Law Center 30th 
Celebration of Champions.

https://www.stinson.com/people-AndrewScavotto
https://www.stinson.com/people-NicciWarr
https://www.stinson.com/people-AmyConway
https://www.stinson.com/people-MelindaDugas
https://www.stinson.com/people-AndrewScavotto
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VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD
Partner Bill Hopkins received the 2024–2025 Volunteer of the Year Award from the 
Administrative and Public Law Section Council of the Austin Bar Association for his pro bono 
work with Volunteer Legal Services of Central Texas.

WELCH AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN VOLUNTEER SERVICES
Legal Aid of Western Missouri honored Kansas City Partner Sean Colligan with the Welch 
Award for Excellence in Volunteer Services for his longstanding guardianship work and broader commitment to pro 
bono representation.

JUSTICE MATTERS ALLIANCE
At the Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services’ Annual Fall Luncheon, Minneapolis Partner Drew Glasnovich 
was welcomed into the Justice Matters Alliance in recognition of his work in complex housing litigation that helped 
prevent the eviction of thousands of Minnesota renters.

Bill Hopkins

Stinson Partner Sean Colligan 
with Maura Weber, Director of the 
Volunteer Attorney Project at Legal 
Aid of Western Missouri.

Stinson Partner Drew Glasnovich being welcomed into 
the Justice Matters Alliance at the Southern Minnesota 
Regional Legal Services’ Annual Fall Luncheon.
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MISSOURI OFFICES
ACLU of Kansas
ACLU of Missouri
Asylum Clinic Kansas City
EEOC Mediation Program
Jackson County CASA 
Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Foundation Military Matters
Kansas Legal Services
Kansas City Volunteer Lawyers & Accountants for the Arts
Legal Aid of Western Missouri
Legal Services of Eastern Missouri
Legal Services of Southern Missouri
Mid-Missouri Legal Services
MU Veterans Clinic
UMKC Entrepreneurial Legal Services Clinic 
USPTO Patent Pro Bono Program
St. Louis Volunteer Lawyers & Accountants for the Arts
NEW YORK 
Legal Services NYC
New York Legal Assistance Group
Pro Bono Partnership
OMAHA
Legal Aid of Nebraska
Nebraska Appleseed
PHOENIX
Community Legal Services 
State Bar of Arizona Senior Planning Legal Clinic
TAMPA
ACLU of Florida
Bay Area Legal Services
Community Law Program
Gulfcoast Legal Services, Inc.
WASHINGTON, DC
DC Bar Advocacy & Justice Clinic
Justice in Aging
Kids in Need of Defense (KIND)
Tahirih Justice Center
Tzedek DC
WICHITA
EmberHope Connections LLC
Kansas Appleseed 
Kansas Legal Services

NATIONAL & REGIONAL
ALIGHT
American Civil Liberties Union
Freedom Network Survivor Reentry Project
Justice in Aging
Law Firm Antiracism Alliance
Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights Under Law
Lawyers for Good Government
Midwest Innocence Project
The Advocates for Human Rights
The Veterans Consortium
CALIFORNIA
Bet Tzedek
Public Counsel
DALLAS
Dallas Volunteer Attorney Program
Rockwall County Court Appointments
DENVER
Colorado Attorneys for the Arts
Colorado Lawyers Committee
District of Colorado Civil Pro Bono Panel
Korey Wise Innocence Project
MINNEAPOLIS
ACLU of Minnesota
Children’s Law Center of Minnesota
Community-University Health Care Center
HOME Line
Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota
LegalCORPS
Mid-Minnesota Legal Assistance
Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans 
Minnesota Lawyers for the Arts
MN Adopt
Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services
The Nature Conservancy
Twin Cities Diversity in Practice 
University of Minnesota Business Law Clinic
University of St. Thomas Federal Commutations Clinic
Volunteer Lawyers Network

Community Partners
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Greta Bauer Reyes, Co-Chair

Angela Bechtel

David Bengtson

Emily Carney

Ashley Crisafulli

Katie Cronin

Andrew Davis

Thomas Davis

Jared Ertle

Christopher Frantze

Brad Yeretsky, Co-Chair

Diane Galatowitsch

David Gottfried

Kevin Kitchen

Amanda Laufer

Lynda Moore

Richard Pins

Harvey Reiter

Tim Sanders Szabo

Andrew Scavotto

Julie Scheipeter

Murray Silverstein

Andrew Steiner

Sarah Lintecum Struby

Amy Tomczyk

Elizabeth Veale

Michael Vincent

Judith Westmoreland

Zach Wright

2025 Pro Bono Committee Members 

CONTACT US 
To learn more about Stinson’s pro bono program, please contact:
Katie Cronin, Pro Bono Counsel | katie.cronin@stinson.com | 816.691.3272

Pro Bono Ribbons
Each year, Stinson recognizes those attorneys and paralegals who donated 20, 50 or 100 or more pro bono hours 
with a Contributor, Professional or Champion ribbon.

CONTRIBUTOR RIBBONS
(20-49 PRO BONO HOURS)

PROFESSIONAL RIBBONS
(50-99 PRO BONO HOURS)

CHAMPION RIBBONS
(100+ PRO BONO HOURS)
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